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INTRODUCTION 

All  towns,  of  course,  were  "nev;."  Of  nany,  their  origin  pre- 
dates recorded  or  hearsay  history.  And  not  a  few  that  were  founded 
at  various  periods,  adventitiously  or  by  deliberate  design,  carry 
to  this  day,  the  labels  of  their  forner  novelty:   such  nanes  as 
Nev7ton,  Neustadt,  Villeneuve,  Novgorod  and  Novigrad,  are  found 
everywhere,  in  all  types  of  combinations,  and  are  so  sedately  eld- 
erly that  the  significance  of  their  nanes  passes  unnoticed.  Such 
towns  and  settlements  have  indeed  existed  throughout  the  history 
of  urban  nan.  The  amy  encanpnent,  the  aduinistrative  and  colonial 
capitals  of  Greece  and  the  Roman  Empire  are  examples.  The  "Bastid^" 
towns  of  France  in  the  13th  century  constituted  one  of  the  largesv: 
ventures  of  new  town  founding  in  history.   But  the  modern  day 
concept  of  the  "NEW  TOI'JN"  derives  from  the  late  19th  and  early 
20th  century  ideas  of  Ebenezer  Howard,  who  was  the  first  to  con- 
ceive of  the  contemporary  ''garden  city." 

Since  Howard's  ideas  have  been  espoused,  many  "new  towns"  have 
been  built  in  Britain,  especially  those  immediately  following  VJorld 
War  II,  They  have  significantly  influenced  the  thinking  of  the 
Western  World  both  in  Europe  and  America,  where  the  creation  of 
new  tov/ns  has  become  almost  a  common-day  event.   These  newly  planned 
settlements  have  been  and  continue  to  be  established  for  multiple 
and  diverse  purposes.  New  political  capitals,  such  as  Brasilia 
and  Chandigarh;  garden  city  suburbs  such  as  Tapiola  in  Finland  and 
Reston  in  the  U.S.A.  in  order  to  aid  in  the  decongestion  of  densely 
populated  conurbations;  Vallingby  and  Farsta  in  Sweden,  to  guide  and 
control  Stockholm's  growth  in  a  rational  manner;  Kitimat  in  Canada 
and  Norilsk  in  the  Soviet  Union  for  the  development  of  resources  in 
underpopulated  regions;  Ashdod  in  Israel,  as  a  major  seaport  and 
absorption  centre  for  new  immigrants;  and  many,  many  others,  in- 
cluding those  which  are  merely  attempting  to  provide  better  and  more 
humane  living  conditions  for  people  the  world  over,  and  to  bring 
them  one  step  nearer  to  the  Utopia  of  which  we  all  dream,  and  which 
always  seems  ever  so  distant. 
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Today,  as  we  enter  the  seventies,  there  is  one  country,  anongst 
others,  which  is  concentrating  its  focus  on  the  new  town"  as  a 
response  to  the  contemporary  problens  of  urban  and  regional  develop- 
nent.  This  country  is  France,  She  has  for  the  past  several  years 
been  carefully  studying  the  regional  developr£nt  policies  and  nev? 
to;*n  experinents  all  over  the  world  with  the  objective  of  learning 
the  positive  lessons  and  avoiding  the  errors  which  the  various 
nations  have  made  in  the  inplenentation  of  what  amounts  to  being 
a  very  large  number  of  new  towns. 

As  the'  French  Government  is  presently  in  the  process  of 
formulating  for  itself  a  rational  and  workable  policy  on  new  tov7ns, 
it  has  recently  created  (May  26,  1970)  a  National  Commission  on  Nev7 
Tovms ,  which  will  be  responsible  for  the  coordination  of  all 
activities  of  the  ten  national  ministries  related  to  new  towns  in 
France,  and  which  has  been  characterized  by  French  officials  as  the 
"kick-off"  of  the  national  new  town  program  in  France.  Nine  new 
towns  are  officially  in  planning  and  development  in  France,  including 
the  new  town  of  Le  Vaudreuil,  near  Rouen,  which  is  the  subject  of 
a  U.S. -French  collaborative  program  in  environmental  planning. 

The  literature  on  new  towns  which  has  emanated  and  which  con- 
tinues  to  emanate  from  France  is  significant,  both  in  its  quantit- 
ative and  qualitative  attributes.   It  will  often  present  the  reader 
V7ith  a  different  vievTpoint  than  that  expressed  in  the  abounding 
material  written  in  the  English  language,  for  it  is  seen  and  com- 
prehended by  a  culture  other  than  our  own,  which  appears  to  concern 
itself  with  the  symbolic,  visual  and  hierarchical  elements  of  the 
city  -  those  which  are  largely  ignored  in  the  American  preoccupation 
with  processing,  handling  and  retrieval  of  urban  inforraation, 
although  these  are  not  overlooked. 

It  is  in  this  context  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  provide  the 
reader  with  a  selcctei  bibliography  on  French  New  Town  Planning, 
In  so  far  as  those  towns  that  have  been  built  between  1940-60  are 
concerned,  a  very  thorough  and  comprehensive  bibliography  already 
exists.  Its  title: 

New  Towns:  A  Selected  Annotated  Bibliography 

by 

Jean  Viet 
UNESCO  Reports  and  Papers  in  the  Social  Sciences, 
No,  12 
United  Nations,  N.Y.,  1960 

Therefore,  I  have  included  only  those  more  recent  references  which 
have  been  published  since  1960,  It  is  also  to  be  noted  that  the 
current  French  literature  dealing  with  urban  and  regional  planning 
is  most  extensive,  and  that  the  present  work  has  attempted  to  focus 
its  attention  specifically  on  the  ''NEW  TOWN," 
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I  wish  to  dedicate  this  bibliography  to  all  those  who  devote 
their  personal  and  professional  efforts  to  study  and  research, 
having  as  their  ultimate  goal,  the  bettercient  of  nan's  environnent. 
If,  within  these  pages,  I  an  able  to  uake  soue  small  contribution 
by  which  environmental  conplexities  nay  be  better  understood  ana 
translated  into  qualitative  realities,  oy  purpose  will  have  been 
fulfilled. 


Prof,  Norman  E.P.  Pressman 
Waterloo,  Ontario,  Canada 
May  1972, 
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countries). 

Lois irs-LanRuedoc -Rous si lion.  Vol.  34,  No.  86,  1965, 


pp.  11-72. 
.  Aventure  de  la  cite  future,  (special  issue).  No.  92, 


1966. 
.  Villes  nouvelles  francaises.  Vol.  114,  1969, 


Urbanisce  (Revue).   Basse-Seine.  Pontoise,  Cersy.  No.  105,  1968. 

.  Anenageuent  Ju  Littoral  (special  issue),  Nos.  123-24, 
1971. 

Villes  Nouvelles.   Recherches  pour  une  ville  future.  Construction 
et  Hunanisne,  Paris  1970. 
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Viot,  P.  Les  villes  nouvelles  en  France:   avenir  ou  fiction? 

Problenes  Econoniques .  No.  1127-1128,  7-14,  aout  1969,  pp.  2-3. 

Visionnaires  de  1 'architecture.     Textes  de  Friedraann,   Jonas, 
Mayraont,   Schoffer,  Editions   Robert  Lafont,    Paris   1964. 

Welsh,   Janes.     Europe's  New  Towns:      Round  Three  Coraing  Up, 
Think,  March-April  1969. 

Woods,  Shadrach.  Le  Mirail,  -.i  new  quarter  for  the  City  of 

Toulouse,  Washinr^,ton  University  Law  Quarterly,  February  1965, 
pp.  4-16. 
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SELECTED  LIST  OF  FRENCH  ADMINISTRATIVE  AGENCIES 
CONCERNED  WITH  NEW  TOWNS 


CDC  Caisse  des  Depots  et  Consignations 

(Deposit  and  Consignnent   Bank) 

CEEIAU  Centre  d 'Etudes   et  de   Recherche  d 'Amenagecents   Urbains 

(Centre   for  Study  and   Research  in  Urban/Regional   Planning) 

CRU  Centre  de  Recherche   a'Urbanisne 

(Centre  for  Urban  Research) 

GEE  Conite  d 'Expansion  Econonique 

(Corxiittee   of  Econonic  Expansion) 

CIPARAT       Conite   Interninisteriel   pour   les   Problenes   d 'Action 
Regionale  et  d'Anenagenent  du  Territoire 
(Interninisterial  Comnittee   for  the   Problems   of  Regional 
Action  and  Land/Territorial  Development) 

CODER  Cocoission  de  Developpenent  Econonique  Regional 

(Connission  on  Regional  Econonic  Development) 

GNAT  Connission  Nationale  de   1 'Anenagenent   Ju  Territoire 

(National  Connission   for  Land/Territorial  Development) 

DATAR  Delegation  a   I'Anenagenent   uu  Territoire  et   a   1 'Action 

Regionale 
(Delegation  for  Territorial  Development  and   Regional  Action) 

FNAT  Fonds   National  d'Anenagenent  du  Territoire 

(National  Fund   for  Territorial  Development) 

GCPU  Groupe  Central   de   Planification  Urbaine 

(Central  Group   for  Urban  Planning) 

lAURP  Institut  d'Anenagenent  et  d'Urbanisne  de   la   Region 

Paris  ierine 

(Institute  of  Urban  and   Regional  Planning   and  Developnent 
for  the   Paris  Region) 

OREAM  Organisne   Regional   d'Etude  de   I'Aire  Metropolitaine 

(Metropolitan  Area   Regional  Study  Group) 

PADOG  Plan  d'Anenagenent  et  d 'Organisation  Generale  de   la 

Region  Paris ienne 

(Plan   for  Development  and  General  Organization  of  the 
Paris   Region) 

STCAU  Service  Technique   Central  d'Anenagenent  et   d'Urbanisne 

(Central  Technical  Service   of  Development  and   Planning) 


ZUP 


Zone  a  Urbaniser  par  Priorite 
(Priority  Zone  for  Urbanization) 


12,  CPL  Exchange   Bibliography  #322 

LIST  OF  ORGANIZATIONS  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

OF  URBAN  i'J^D  REGION/iL  PLANNING  AND  HOUSING   IN  FRiJ^CE 

MONSIEUR  JEAN  C/^AUX 
Centre  de  Recherche  d'Urbanisne 
4,  Avenue  du  Recteur  Poincare 
Paris   16e,    France 

Centre   Scientifique  et  Technique  du  Batinent 
4,   iivenue  du  Recteur  Poincare 
Paris   16e,   France 

District  de   la  Region  Parisienne 
27,  Avenue   Barbet  de  Jouy 
Paris   7e,   France 

MONSIEUR  JEAN-EUDES  ROUILLER 

Groupe  Central  des  Villes  Nouvelles 

Secretaire  General,  Ministere  de  I'Equipenent  et  du  Logenent 

Avenue  du  Pare  de  Passy 

Paris  16e,  France 

Institut  a'Anenagenent  et  d'Urbanisne  de  la  Region  Parisienne 
21-23  Rue  Miollis 
Paris  15e,  France 

Institut  a'Urbanisne  de  Paris 
Universite  de  Paris -Dauphine 
Place  de  Lattre  de  Tassigny 
Paris  16e,  France 

Institut  de  1 'Environnent 
14-20,  Rue  Erasce 
Paris  5e,  France 
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